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Alan VK4OR  with the winning award won at the 
Morris  Minor  Rally—see also page 3 inside 
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  Presidential  Preamble 

     Hi all. Christmas and New Year has been and gone and, to the 
best of my knowledge, all have survived. The Annual General Meet-
ing passed with the following changes: Wayne VK4WS is now the 
Vice President and Warwick VK4NW joins the management com-
mittee. Congratulations Wayne and “Wazzer". So that leads me to 
Frank VK4BLF who was unsuccessful on the night. commiserations 
to him but thank you for all the work you have put in with helping 
me in the running of the club in the past twelve months. And thanks 
for attending all those committee meetings and organising the guest 
speakers for the General Meetings. take it easy no doubt the boat will 
get more attention. Also to Yvonne many thanks from the committee 
and my self for looking after us at the executive meetings we do ap-
preciate it. 
     So to the new management team Wayne VK4WS, Gordon 
VK4VP, Keith VK4AKA, Richard VK4YR, Harvey VK4AHW, 
Mike VK4YFL and Warwick VK4NW, I look forward to a progres-
sive year in 2009. I propose to make a few minor changes this year 
given that they are passed by club members. 
     A major event was the flooding of the tunnel beneath the club-
rooms caused by contractors doing road works on the motorway 
changes. I will let you know  the final outcome when all is cleaned 
up. 
      John Moyle Field Day Contest at Howells Knob was next thing 
to tackle. Bernie VK4KAC was at the helm organising the many 
pieces of gear and people to get the show on the road. I thank the 
following members for supporting the club and entering the spirit of 
the contest: Bernard VK4KAC, Richard VK4YR, Harvey VK4AHW, 
Wayne VK4WS, Bill vVK4WB and David VK4JMR. And to the 
visitors that helped, the crew thanks the Bill VK4XZ, Harry VK4TK 
and Vicki, Trevor VK4FGTS and Kirsty, Tobey (no call sign yet) 
and Gordon VK4VP and family who took some early photos of the 
day. 
     The North Coast Region (EMQ) Specialist Communications 
Group has been busy. On Sunday the 15 March 2009  to  Friday 27 
March 2009  the Group was activated to provide communications 
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support for the "Oil Spill Emergency" clean up. The WICEN caravan 
(VK4WSC) was installed at Kawana Surf Life Saving Club for this 
operation. The group used the extensive radio set up in the WICEN 
caravan and the local amateur repeater network, along with  to port-
able SES repeaters and more than thirty SES handheld radios to ser-
vice the operation. After the operation the group were invited by 
EMQ to attend water bombing exercise, further recognition of the 
esteem that the group has acquired in emergency management cir-
cles. 
      The annual club camp at Kirkleagh rolled around again in April. 
A splendid effort was made by all despite the unfavourable weather 
that led to low numbers.  My thanks, on behalf of SCARC, go to the 
Dalby guys and gals for another memorable occasion. We'll see you 
again next year.  This issue has some photos of the meet. 
      Dave VK4UN headed off for Far North Queensland and, when 
last heard, all was well apart from his troublesome 4x4. 
      After all the activities at the Kirkleagh meet I wound my way to 
Inskip Pt near Rainbow Beach for more RNR. 
      News Flash! Congratulations to Wayne VK4WAY, Tobias 
VK4FTTR , Derek VK4FDJR, and Dennis VK4FDAE on the pass-
ing of there amateur licence examinations. 
 

Cheers from Noel VK4NL 

A close-up of Alan 
VK4OR’s Morris Minor 

award 
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ning the auction with a bid of over forty dollars. It was for a worthy 
cause. Neil also announced the winner of the raffle. Unfortunately it 
was me… I wanted second prize, which Angus won. It was a balun. 
      I mentioned earlier about Mike’s camp oven. It was made out of 
an old gas bottle, cut around the centre. Instead of using gas, he now 
fills the bottom with heat beads and uses firelighters to get them go-
ing. A group of us were standing around Mike’s newly made cooker 
and watching him go through the ritual of lighting the beads. He 
opened a new packet of beads, threw in a whole pile of firelighters 
and put the top on the unit. I observed the beads through a door open-
ing in the side and remarked to Mike that the beads were going out. 
He assured me that this is what they did and when they turned white 
everything was working, as it should. We talked some more and I 
again said to Mike that most of the beads had gone out. He reassured 
me that everything was normal and not to worry. The last I saw of 
Mike he was standing there, with a hand towel, fanning his new 
cooker and cursing the cheap heat beads he had purchased before 
coming to Somerset Dam.  
      All in all I’m sure that everyone who came along to the Kirkleagh 
had a wonderful time. It was my first and certainly won’t be my last. 
The rain did dampening things a little and kept a few away but hope-
fully those who missed out this time will join us next time. I don’t 
know what will happen if Ricky VK4NRL and Harry VK4TK get 
together and snore in unison. A crack could develop in the dam wall! 
Maybe everyone will sit up all night like I did… Or who can say 
what will happen when all the women get together and talk about 
quilting, tapestry and sewing. Take it from me, I who almost got 
dragged into a sewing circle vortex, they are worse than Amateurs! 
One minute we were talking about Ham radio and the next it was 
machines that cost tens of thousands of dollars. It wasn’t even an IC-
7800. Why women spend so much money on their hobby I’ll never 
know! 
      I left Sunday afternoon but there were the stayers. Noel and Jan. 
Richard and Win. Angus and Liz. Max VK4AWD who I think was 
just starting to unwind. I know Richard unwound. I looked across at 
his campsite a few times to see him fast asleep in his chair. 
      I won’t tell you about Saturday night when he had one of those 
lamps that one can attach to ones head, with an elastic strap.  The 
light was bobbing and weaving all over the place, like a UFO. That’s 
another story…       End 
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2 his XYL Diane. Harvey VK4AHW, Henry VK4SHB and Ken 

VK4KB. Other arrivals included Graeme VK4KML and his wife 
Dianne from Laidley.  George VK4FGHT from the Bayside Club 
and Jim and Natalie Forsythe from Peregian Beach. These were day-
trippers, those who had no sense of adventure and couldn’t see the 
pleasure in bathing in liquid sunshine!  
      Sunday also saw Noel VK4NL filling up tables with preloved 
equipment for sale. No reasonable offer was refused. Angus had a 
table as well. Mike VK4YFL picked up a tuner for $100. Liz also 
had a stand with some of the most beautiful handcrafted ornaments 
on sale. Liz had received an order for forty odd pink bears for a func-
tion on one of the nearby islands, prior to coming to Kirkleagh, and 
had been busy making those all weekend. I had enough trouble with 
the white bears let alone the pink ones! 
      Neil VK4NF started to auction a handheld transceiver for the 
Dalby Club and immediately Harvey VK4AHW bid twenty dollars. I 
felt Harvey’s forehead and determined that it had been a rush of 
blood. Neil quite rightly rejected Harvey’s bid and started at a more 
realistic figure. It was all to no avail because Harvey ended up win-

Auction won by Harvey VK4AHW for $30—a 144-146 MHz Trans-
ceiver with wide-band receiver, complete with battery charger 
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144 MHz Amplifier  - Part 3 
by Daryl Manley VK4ADM 

 
      In parts 1 and 2 we described the circuits for the RF amplifier, the 
HV power supply and the ALC. All require power applied in a con-
trolled manner. In this final part we look at how this is done. The 
circuit is shown in Fig. 1 on the opposite page. 
      Four 230 V primary transformers are used. T1 steps down for the 
24 VDC relays, T2 steps down for tube filament supply at 12 VAC, 
T3 steps down for 12 VDC relays and for the soft start transistor cir-
cuit and T4 steps up for the HV power supply. The step down trans-
former  for ALC is in the circuit for the ALC as described last issue. 
230VAC is fed to the primaries of T4 and the ALC transformer via a 
noise filter and a pair of 8 A fuses. Switch S1 applies mains voltage 
to T2, T3 and ALC transformer primaries and to T1 primary via dou-
ble-pole switch S2a/b and cabinet interlock S3 (essential as HV is 
lethal). 
      When S2a/b is on, 24 VDC and 12 VDC rails are generated. 24 V 
relays Rel 3 and Rel 4 are energised switching 230 VAC to HV 
transformer T4 via current limiting resistors R1, R2 and R3 to pro-
vide a soft start for HV transformer and filter capacitors. At the same 
time 12 VDC is applied to soft start timer T1 and T2. After two sec-
onds T3 turns on and 12 V relay Rel 6 is energised. This, in turn, en-
ergises 24 V relay Rel 5 which bypasses the current limiting resistors 
allowing full HV voltage to be reached. 
      The transmit/receive coaxial relays Rel 1 and Rel 2 are operated 
by 24 VDC which is turned on by relay Rel 7, after being energised 
by a voltage derived from the exciter and its PTT circuit. 
      The other power supply is negative bias for the grids of tubes GI-
1B (V1 and V2). The circuit belongs to the RF Amplifier but was not 
shown in Part 1. Fig. 2 shows the circuit used at present. It is a con-
ventional design for grounded grid amplifiers. Plate current generates 
a cathode voltage fixed at about + 37.5 V by zener diodes D3 to D7. 
Plate current is measured by an ammeter in series with the connec-
tion to B minus of the HV power supply. Grid current is measured by 
another ammeter connected to ground. 
      This concludes our description of the 144 MHz power amplifier. 
Although the RF amplifier itself was based on a design by another 
amateur radio operator the overall construction was devised inde-
pendently of any other source.    Continues…. 
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Fig.2   Grid to cathode bias circuit 

144 MHz  Amplifier—Part 3 continued 
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which one was Ian. He said that he couldn’t. Mike VK4YFL said that 
he couldn’t remember either, which one was Ian. I told him to get up 
and go around the circle too, and introduce himself. (There was no 
Ian!)  
      One of the highlights of Saturday night was a visit by a very 
friendly possum and her newly born baby, still inside her pouch. She 
was remarkably calm considering all the people who had surrounded 
her, with their torches shining. She just sat there, eating grapes. 
      Later in the night, Bill “VK4Whiskey Bottle,” broke out his floor 
polish for everyone to sample. There were reports of it tasting like 
various concoctions from aviation fuel to battery acid. Richard 
VK4RY however said that it tasted very smooth. I guess if you’ve 
spent as many days at sea as Richard has, you’ll drink any sort of 
rum, even home-brew. 
      The night progressed and at five-o’clock in the morning, after 
everyone had deserted me, (Toby was the last to leave) I went and 
had a shower. When I walked past Rick VK4NRL’s tent I discovered 
someone who could out-snore Harry VK4TK… I didn’t think that 
was possible! I had a couple of hours sleep and started all over again. 
Sunday saw the arrival of more of our members. Barry VK4JI and 

Joe VK4JOE , Colleen, Dianne, Sherryl and  Graeme VK4KML 
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watching the rain come down. Margaret came out at one stage and 
said: “Are you all right out here?”  I said sure and that it was only a 
passing shower. It had been torrential rain ever since I arrived! 
      Saturday saw the arrival of more people to join our gathering in-
cluding David VK4HFW from Palmwoods and his wife Barb. Neil 
VK4NF from Dalby and his XYL Judy. Joe VK4JOE from Rose-
wood and Cheryl his wife who is studying for her foundation licence. 
Bob “The Builder” VK4ZL from the Caboolture club and Toby (now 
VK4FTTR) and his wife Jenny from the Sunshine Coast. The 
weather on Saturday was certainly completely different to Friday 
night’s continuous downpour. Most of Saturday was spent socializ-
ing. Jan had another white and Margaret had another red. There was 
excited anticipation of Saturday night’s barbecue, to be put on again 
by the Dalby club. We weren’t let down. 
      Ricky and Neil and the rest of the Dalby crew did a fantastic job. 
Noel did wonders controlling all the troops… taking it in turn to get 
their meals.  
      We all sat around underneath the SCARC shelter, in a circle and 
swapped stories. The stories got taller as the night went on, and the 
circle got bigger! Toby was introduced to at least thirty or more peo-
ple sitting around in the circle. I asked him if could he remember 

Visitors from Canada, Becky and Brian VE7NA 
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Kirkleagh, Somerset Dam 3, 4 and 5 April 2009   
By Wayne Shaw   VK4WS 

 
      When I first arrived at the campsite the signs weren’t good… as I 
pulled into a parking area, just before the boom gate entrance to the 
camping area, there was a blinding flash of lightning and a simulta-
neous clap of thunder. That set the seen for my first Kirkleagh, Som-
erset Dam experience.  
      Noel VK4NL and Jan had arrived on Thursday and Noel had 
been telling everyone back on the coast, where the weather was mis-
erable, that conditions at Kirkleagh were nothing less than perfect. 
Angus VK4KMC added to the deception by telling everyone on the 
850 repeater the same story that Noel had told: “Somerset Dam was 
looking resplendent in all its glory, bathed in sunshine.” After that I 
felt guilty for bringing all the torrential rain with me. 
      Quite a few members from SCARC had already set up camp and 
were beginning to unwind. Angus and Liz had their camper van, 
which they had to bring from overseas.  I don’t know if anyone 
checked their passports or not. Bill VK4WB and June (his wife, not 
VK4SJ) were as busy as beavers making a dam. (Sorry!) Jan, Noel’s 
XYL was enjoying a white. Mike VK4YFL and Jane were polishing 

Kirkleagh campsite 
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off a banquet that they had prepared earlier, much earlier in the day. 
I’ll tell you the story of their camp oven shortly. 
      Richard VK4RY and Win were prepared for a quick getaway 
with the Disco still connected to their camper trailer. Richard had left 
a message with Vin in case of emergency “Don’t call me, I’ll call 
you!” Richard was having a well-earned rest after Hamish, John 
Moyle and the Oil Spill. 
      I had made arrangements to sleep in John VK4JMC’s spare tent, 
which he didn’t need any longer because he and his wife Margaret 
had just bought a new caravan. As the night wore on, and the rain 
came down, we decided not to erect the tent. I would just sleep in 
their annex. Actually at one stage Margaret was going to sleep in the 
annex and John and I were going to share the double bed, in the cara-
van. The rain kept coming down and Margaret opened another bottle 
of red. It’s surprising the number of SCARC members who have 
caravans or camping equipment. I think lots were put off by the ru-
mors of bad weather. Not so Max VK4AWD who had turned up 
early and was determined to have a good time, despite still being 
worried about his wife Heather in hospital, with an unknown virus. 
      Friday night wore on and I got to meet lots of fellow amateurs 

Noel  VK4NL, President SCARC,  Ricki VK4NRL,  and 
Neil VK4NF, President DARC 
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from many of the clubs in Southern Queensland.  Allan VK4JAC and 
Colleen from Esk. Reg VK4AQU and Beth from Dalby. The infa-
mous Rick VK4NRL from Dalby and Neil VK4NJR and Sandra 
from Gordonbrook. Bryan VE7NA and his wife Becky from Calgary 
in Canada were in the right place at the right time. They had been 
touring around Australia and had heard of our campout and decided 
to join us. Bryan at times had a captive audience telling everyone of 
his exploits during his trip around Australia. At one time I suggested 
to Bryan that Canada was the fifty-first or fifty-second State of 
America. He said that where he comes from they were fightin’ 
words. We agreed that it was too wet to have a fight and had a beer 
instead. 
      Most people had an early night… which was to be expected. Fri-
day the end of the working week and all that. Noel had put the fear of 
God into poor Bill VK4WB. Bill had been sitting down enjoying a 
cold beer and Noel walked over to him and said: “I don’t want to see 
you drinking with or even talking to that group over there.” I looked 
behind me but couldn’t see the group Noel was talking about. Within 
a few minutes I saw Bill sitting there with a cup of coffee in his hand. 
Fortunately Bill made-up for it the following night! After everyone 
had retired for the night I sat in the annex and had a few quiet drinks, 

Richard VK4RY, Mike VK4YFL, Angus VK4KMC and Wayne VK4WS 


